MEETING MINUTES OF THE DOUGLAS COUNTY 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

Meeting minutes of the Douglas County Parks & Recreation Commission held on August 2, 2016 at the Douglas County Community & Senior Center, 1329 Waterloo Lane, Gardnerville, NV 89410.
I
Opening:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Lang at 6:00 PM. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairman Lang. 
Members Present: Debra Lang, Cherise Smith, Kelly Gardner, Gary Dove, Thomas Moore
Members Absent:   Meghan Kelly, Celeste Pierini 

County Board of Commissioners Present: None
Staff Members Present:  Scott Morgan, Brian Fitzgerald, Peter Knight, Travis Lee, Ryan Stanton., Liz Baumgartner
II.
Approval of the agenda for August 2, 2016. 

Commissioner Dove made a motion to approve the agenda for August 2, 
2016.  

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gardner.   


The votes were:


Ayes:   Lang, Smith, Gardner, Dove, Moore 

Nays:  None


Absent: Pierini, Kelly
III.  
Approval of previous meeting minutes of July 5, 2016.


Commissioner Dove made a motion to approve the meeting 
minutes as 
amended to change the attendance status for Chairman Lang from 
present to absent throughout that meeting. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gardner. 


The votes were:


Ayes:   Smith, Gardner, Dove 


Nays:  None


Absent: Pierini, Kelly 

Abstentions:   Moore, Lang
IV.       Public Comment

No public comment was received.
V.       Administrative Agenda

a) Discussion and Possible Action:  Regarding the gate access off Northampton into Lampe Park and to determine whether to permanently leave the access open or to permanently close the access to Lampe Park from this location.


     Director Morgan reviewed a brief history and previous actions by the 

     Parks & Recreation Commission including having the gate locked with 

 access code given to the residents, having the gate open and still a 
  

 reoccurring nuisance continued into the neighborhood.  As a result of 


 this, it prompted the Parks & Recreation Commission to authorize a 


 temporary permanent closure of the gate from April 1st to the end of 


 July.  

      Director Morgan introduced Parks Superintendent Knight to review 
  
      what has taken place during this activity.  

Superintendent Knight reported the gate had been locked and the 
neighborhood had been re-noticed, informing them of this meeting 
and the potential outcomes, given the concerns raised by the 
neighborhood.  


Superintendent Knight noticed that there had been a decrease in 
 
  parking as well as trash along the Northampton Road next to where 
  
  the gate would normally be open.  

  Superintendent Knight is recommending to the Parks & Recreation   
  
  Commission to either keep the gate permanently open or completely 
  
  close the opening.


       At this time Chairman Lang opened the meeting to Public Comment




John Duffié and 8 year resident was in favor of the gate open due to 


his son was on a baseball team but now John is disillusioned due to 


the trash, reckless driving and parking.  He said there are two sides:  


if the gate is open then it is open for everyone, if it is closed then it’s 
closed to all.  John wants to hear a possible proposal and alternative for 
residential use.


Ron Lee who lives on the corner from the tennis courts said when the gate 
is closed there is no trash.  He said he did not understand why the chain 
was cut.  


Superintendent Knight said the chain was not cut but was opened by 
mistake.


Ron Lee said he is for closing the gate.


Rocky Walling who lived on Wilson Circle and is a 24 year resident said in 
the previous meeting there was a split for and against the gate.  He said 
that someone had said that they had hoped this gate situation does not 
affect the neighborhood.  He noted that it was nice when the gate was 
open but said it was nice when there was no trash or traffic.  Rocky 
suggested that a chain/lock and key be only for the residents but he did 
like not having traffic.  He suggested letting the residents monitor the gate.


Marcie Walling, wife of Rocky Walling said she would have the gate 
opened.


Marc Walling who is a coach at the high school said Douglas High School 
has a similar situation with a gate on Westwood.  He said the key to the 
gate on Westwood is a privilege.  Marc is in favor of keeping the gate 
open.


Dave Ellison stated that he would like a 3rd choice.  He said that security is 
an issue.  He commented that the neighborhood is illegal as there is only 
one exit out. Dave said he likes the key idea but had no comment on open 
or close.


Doris Duffié said she sees both sides.  She also said when the gate was 
locked it was peaceful.  She does not have self-interest but commented on 
property values and that it was not fair to homeowners.  She liked the key 
idea and says the gate is an accident waiting to happen if the gate is 
open.  She said alcohol is being brought to Lampe Park and wants the 
gate closed due to safety.


Courtney Walker who is a 3 year resident has a small child and is on the 
other side of the neighborhood.   She said keeping the gate open is her 
choice.


John Duffié wants an option 3 but votes for closing the gate.


JoAnn Lee who lives on the corner had people park in her driveway.  She 
voted close the gate but with a key pad.


Ron Lee says alcohol/broken bottles are all over the grass and rocks and 
voted for the gate to be closed.


Rocky Walling suggested doing a 3 month proposal to manage and 
maintain the gate on a trial basis.  If Parks gets a call then Parks will 
close the gate. He says to do a chain and key trial.


Marcie Walling said when the gate was locked people would use other 
parking.

John Duffié suggests with option 3 to put a lock but no chain.  He did not 
think that a chain was a good idea.


Marc Walling talked again about the Westwood gate and said that 
someone took the whole gate.


Scott Morgan said that the Northampton gate would need a chain and 
lock.


Dave Ellison says he support Rocky Walling’s idea and if this option fails 
then it fails.


At the conclusion Chairman Lang closed Public Comment and took 
comments from the Parks & Recreation Commission.

Commissioner Moore stated that the problems have been decreased and 
the only way to solve the reoccurring problems would be to permanently 
close the gate.  


Commissioner Gardner believed that 3 options exist which all appeared to 
be evenly split based on public comment.  Either to permanently close the 
gate, permanently leave the gate open or to allow the neighborhood to 
self-monitor the lock and control access for the benefit of the 
neighborhood.  


Commissioner Dove stated he would support a permanent closure in order 
to add some resolution to this so that it does not have to keep reoccurring.


Commissioner Smith inquired if there were anything that could be done to 
accommodate neighborhood use thru the gate and eliminate some of the 
potential problems caused by nonresidential parking on Northampton 
Road and wondered if we could give the residents one more chance to 
self-regulate.  


Chairman Lang stated she would support a combination in support of the 
neighborhood if a reasonable solution could be reached that would have 
no impact on park operations or the staff who maintain and operate 
Lampe Park.  


Commissioner Moore made a motion to permanently close the gate.


Commissioner Dove seconded the motion.  


The votes were:


Ayes:  Dove, Moore


Nays:  Lang, Smith, Gardner


Commissioner Moore made another motion that the gate be chained for a 
period of one year and that the chain and lock be donated to the County 
during that time and that the County expends no resources during this one 
year trial period.


The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gardner.


The votes were:


Ayes:  Lang, Smith, Gardner, Moore


Nays:  Dove


Absent:  Pierini, Kelly

b) Discussion and Possible Action:  Approval of changes to the programs and facilities manual room rates and new membership classifications for 6th – 8th graders at the Douglas County Community & Senior Center.  Also included are changes to camping rates at Topaz Lake Campground.

                Assistant Director Fitzgerald reviewed some of the various 
recommended changes through the Programs and Facilities manual.  
These changes started on page 15 and included a rate increase of $5 
for primitive camping, establishing the end of day use in the park.  All 
others would be considered campers.  

On page 17 we would be recommending increasing the deposit for the 
Ranchview room from $200 to $500. A meeting is planned with the 
event and lodging property owners during the next week to review 
reducing 
the deposit of the Grandview Dining room.  Also it would be 
recommended to them to lower the rental fee for weekend days: 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays to $2000 and also increasing the 
deposits for double court gym 
and tournament fees.  



The biggest change contained within this document is the 
addition of a youth membership rate which can utilize the gym but 
cannot go up on the jogging track.  This has been a slow attempt to 
model a membership and use which is acceptable to our families and 
communities.  



Assistant Director Fitzgerald added that we started our approach very 


conservatively and now have begun to loosen up some of the 



conditions for use in the facility.  


At the conclusion of the presentation Commissioner Dove stated that 
he would like take action after he hears the conclusion of the event and 
lodging properties recommendation before making a contingent 
approval.

Chairman Lang stated that she would be in attendance at that meeting 
and would also like to wait.


Director Morgan inquired about getting direction from the Chairman to 
implement a trial approval of the youth membership so that we could 
implement it before school starts.  


No action was taken on the motion but Chairman Lang directed staff to 
implement a trial test period for a youth membership rate to return back 
to the Parks & Recreation Commission with a recommendation at its 
next meeting in October.


      No action was taken.

c)  Presentation Only:  Update on bidding status for the Johnson Lane         Park.  


Director Morgan stated that we are currently out to bid with a small 
amount of interest in this project.


Director Morgan is hoping to receive at least three bid packages for 
this park project in hopes to get the project in on budget.


Director Morgan stated that the lease of the tennis court area with BLM 
had been extended enabling this project to go forward.     
VI  
Public Comment:  Discussion Only.
      

Assistant Director Fitzgerald reported on the tennis court 
resurfacing 
and activities from the tennis foundation.

     Superintendent Knight talked about upcoming Soccer Shoot and park 
  
     winterization activities.


    Administrative Assistant Baumgartner discussed the car show,    
   
    
    updating the Park & Recreation Commission on its shirt order, name 
  
    tags and informed the Commission of the Epic Promise Volunteer Day 
 
    at Kahle Park on September 17th.  


    Commissioner Gardner inquired as to the status of the Dreyfuss estate 
  
    and a future motocross park.


    Director Morgan stated that he had no new information to update.

 
Commissioner Dove informed the commission on Foundation activities 
and that he attended the attended the Epic Discovery lunch program at 
the top of Heavenly Mountain on behalf of the Foundation which 
received a grant from Vail Heavenly Resorts.


Director Morgan talked about a potential State One ballot bond 
question grant opportunity for the River Park that the County had 
applied for a national park service pony express grant and that the 
County will be attending the Stateline to Stateline bikeway north 
demonstration groundbreaking.

VII  
Adjournment


      Chairman Lang adjourned the meeting at 7:49 PM.
